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Critical thinking and persuasive academic writing
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Sustainability in Government Decision-making: the Legal Requirements
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Holding Government Accountable for Sustainable Decision-making
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Environmental Economics
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Corporate social responsibility (CSR) — environment and sustainability
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Introduction to complex and systems thinking

7. NSRS

Australian culture and history
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Dr Louise Katz

BA (UNSW), DipEd (Sydney), DCA (UTS)
Lecturer

Louise joined the university in 2009 and currently teaches the two units of study

mentioned below. Previously she taught creative writing at the University of

Technology, Sydney. Her background is originally in visual arts and she is also a
novelist. Louise came later to the teaching of communication skills in industry
contexts and from there to teaching academic writing.

DR Gerry Bates
LL.B (Hons), PH.D Birm

Formerly a trainee of the European Community, tutor at the University of
Birmingham, UK, and also a lecturer and senior lecturer at Birmingham Polytechnic
and the University of Tasmania; and a senior lecturer at the University of Sydney
(1996-98).Gerry was an Independent Green Member of Parliament, Tasmania 1986-
1995; has been a member of the Board of the Environment Protection Authority of
NSW since 1996; a member of the State of the Environment Advisory Council since
2004, and a Director of Kimbriki Environmental Enterprises, a regional waste
recovery centre and landfill on Sydney’s Northern Beaches since 2006. He is author
of Environmental Law in Australia, Corporate Liability for Pollution and Pollution Law

in Australia. He is also Editor of the Environment and Planning Law Journal.

Gerry received a special award from the National Environmental Law Association in
1994 for Outstanding Contribution to Environmental Law; and in 2006 was
nominated for a Vice-Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching at the ANU; and
a Carrick Institute Citation for Outstanding Contributions to Student Learning.

DR Tihomir Ancev
Associate Professor

Tiho Ancev holds degrees from Saints Cyril and Methodius University (Bachelor),
University of Iceland (Master) and Oklahoma State University (PhD). His main research
areas are environmental, natural resource and agricultural economics. Tiho’s
contributions have been in water economics and policy, and economics of air
pollution and climate change policies. He has published widely on these topics
(Journal of Regulatory Economics, Ecological Economics, Applied Economic
Perspectives and Policy, Australian Journal of Agricultural and Resource Economics,
Water Resources Management). Tiho has also led and contributed to several national
and international projects in these research areas.
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Complex thinking

Practical techniques for thinking about and solving complex problems. The 21st Century is throwing us many
challenges — from entrenched problems to exciting opportunities. But the world is complex and we need to think
strategically, creatively, critically and analytically to achieve outcomes. This session will cover: What is
complexity and six ideas for thinking about and solving complex problems.

Sustainability in Government Decision-making: the Legal Requirements

This session will look at how the law defines sustainable development and what the law requires government
decision-makers to do with notions of sustainability when making decisions in relation to development and use of
natural resources.

Holding Government Accountable for Sustainable Decision-making

This session will look at the ways in which ordinary citizens and NGOs can ensure that sustainability is made an
element of government decision-making in relation to development and use of natural resources, ranging from
protest action to rights of appeal to courts and tribunals.

Environmental Economics

Environmental economics studies allocation of scarce environmental resources, and optimal management of
environmental assets. It examines the choices that individual economic agents and societies make in relation to the
use of the environment, and the consequences of that use. This lecture emphasis is exclusively concerned with
market failures that impact on the natural environment. Attention is given to why these market failures occur and
what role there is for regulation and government policy. Topics covered include efficiency and markets, market
failure, externalities (e.g. pollution), various methods of regulating pollution, and measuring the demand for
environmental quality.

Critical thinking and persuasive academic writing

Students will be taken through the writing process, which will increase abilities and confidence in cross-cultural
communication, composition and digital literacy. Students will be provided with the strategies they need to
construct effective arguments and critically analyse their own work.



