New Bar Track Curriculum (Please see the attached revised LL.M. Policy.)
 DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY  have established a new Bar Track Curriculum (BTC) for the LL.M. degree which allows the students who complete the program to take the New York or California Bar. All the requirements listed above are the same with the following additional requirements: 
1.      Required courses are different.
2.      Exams and grading methods follow the same as J.D. students. 

Attachment

DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW

MASTER OF LAW FOR FOREIGN LAWYER (LL.M. FOREIGN LAWYER)
I. Admissions 
· Limit to those candidates who have already fulfilled the educational requirements for admission to the practice of law in a foreign country, including a law degree from an institution recognized by the competent accrediting agency of the government of the foreign country, or, candidates attending a foreign institution with a joint LL.B./LL.M. degree agreement with Duquesne University School of Law, who have completed three years of their LL.B. degree program at their home institution, and will complete their fourth year of study of law at the Duquesne University School of Law by earning an LL.M. for Foreign Lawyers as part of this joint degree.
· English language ability must meet or exceed a TOEFL examination score of 90 or an IELTS examination score of 7, and candidates must successfully complete a telephone interview in order to establish the necessary fluency. For applicants with a TOEFL score of 85 to 89 or an IELTS score of 6.5, the Dean’s office and the Assistant Dean of Enrollment Management (the Assistant Dean) shall have discretion to admit students, in consultation with the ESL department, after reviewing their TOEFL or IELTS scores as a whole and in the four key sub-categories, and after conducting a telephone interview with the candidate. The telephone interview is waivable at the discretion of the Assistant Dean.
· Applications are available on-line at: www.duq.edu/law/academics/llm/applications.cfm and from the Law School Admissions Office. Application deadline is April 30 of the year in which a candidate wishes to enter the Program, which can be extended at the discretion of the Assistant Dean.
II. General Curriculum 
· LL.M. candidates in the General Curriculum will have to receive passing grades in classes totaling twenty-four credits.
· The LL.M. Degree will require the completion of a certain number of required courses (the “Core Courses”).  These Core Courses are listed in Attachment A.  
· In addition to the Core Courses, LL.M. candidates may take any Elective or JD-required course offered by the Law School, except for the required first-year Legal Research and Writing courses, Core Competencies, Advanced Legal Reasoning, and Elective courses for which they have not taken and passed a listed pre-requisite course.  Furthermore, without the express written permission of the professor teaching the course, LL.M. candidates may not take any of the following courses:  Advanced Legal Writing courses; courses linked to the Trial Advocacy and Appellate Advocacy Programs; and Clinical and Externship courses.

· Grading:
· The examinations of LL.M. candidates will be specifically identified and graded outside of any curve established by the Law School.  
· LL.M. candidates will be graded in all courses on a pass/fail/honors basis.
· LL.M. candidates may be graded by use of the same exam as J.D. candidates, an alternative exam or a paper, at the professor’s discretion. However, the following accommodations will be made for LL.M. candidates (who are non-native English speakers):
· They will be allowed the use of a common-language (i.e., not legal) translating dictionary from their native language into English during any examination.
· They will be offered at least 50% more time than J.D. candidates if the professor elects to have the LL.M. candidate sit for the same exam as the J.D. students.

· At the professor’s discretion, other accommodations may be offered (e.g., open book examinations).

· All other requirements related to sitting for any bar will be the responsibility of the candidate, including (but not limited to) whether their original degree-granting institution meets the requirements of any particular state.
III.  Bar Track Curriculum

· LL.M. candidates in the Bar Track Curriculum must receive passing grades in classes totaling twenty-four credit hours within one calendar year of matriculation.

· The Bar Pass Curriculum is tailored to candidates who intend to sit for a bar examination in one of the United States.  The LL.M. for foreign lawyers Bar Tack Curriculum provides foreign-trained lawyers with the foundations for practicing law in the United States.  Students in this program gain grounding in the basic principles of American law in a curriculum designed to meet the requirements for foreign-trained lawyers to sit for the bar examinations in New York or California.

· The LL.M. for foreign lawyers Bar Track Curriculum requires successful completion of a structured course of instruction in Core Courses in the American Legal System; Legal Research, Writing and Analysis; Contract Law; Property Law; Professional Responsibility (ethics) and Constitutional Law. See Attachment B for the details.
· In addition to the Core Courses, candidates may take up to two electives in any course offered by the Law School, except for the first-year Legal Research and Writing course (required of first-year J.D. candidates), Advanced Legal Reasoning, and any course for which they have not successfully passed a prerequisite course.  In addition, without the express written permission of the professor teaching the course, LL.M. students may not take the following courses: Advanced Legal Writing courses; courses linked to the Trial Advocacy and Appellate Advocacy Programs; and Clinical and Externship courses.
· Grading:

· The examinations of LL.M. candidates on the Bar Track will be the same exam as, and will be subject to the same standards as, those of J.D. candidates.

· LL.M. candidates will be graded on the same grading scale as J.D. candidates in every course.  The grading scale in the Core Courses is: A+, A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D+, D, F.

· Unlike the accommodations made for LL.M. for foreign lawyers candidates in the General Curriculum, no accommodations will be made for LL.M. for foreign lawyers candidates on the Bar Track on account of their proficiency in the English language.  Please note that Duquesne University School of Law strictly adheres to a policy of non-discrimination and will make reasonable accommodations for students as required by law.  For more information, please refer to Duquesne’s policies on non-discrimination and accommodations.

· All requirements related to applying to sit for any bar examination shall be the sole responsibility of the LL.M. candidate, including without limitation, ensuring that their original degree-granting institution meets the requirements of the licensing agency in the state where the applicant intends to sit.
· New York: Applicant must complete period of law study equivalent in duration and substance to that specified in New York rules in law school recognized by competent accrediting agency of the government of such foreign country.  All applicants must have their transcripts evaluated by the Board of Law Examiners to determine if further study is required in the form of a qualifying LL.M. degree from an ABA-approved law school in the United States. Rules related to applications and eligibility to sit for the New York bar examination are available at: http://www.nybarexam.org/Eligible/Eligibility.htm
· California: Foreign law school graduates must request individual evaluation to determine legal education equivalency.  Graduates from foreign law schools may qualify to take the California bar exam if they obtain an LL.M. degree or complete an additional one year of law study at an ABA-approved or California-accredited law school which includes a certain number of credits in bar examination subject matter.  Foreign-educated law students who did not graduate are not eligible to take the exam and are required to either graduate with a J.D. degree at an ABA-approved or California-accredited law school or complete four years of law study at a law school registered in California and pass the First-Year Law Students Exam.  Foreign law school graduates who are admitted to the active practice of law in good standing in their countries do not have to complete any additional law study to qualify to take the bar exam. Rules related to application and eligibility to sit for the California bar examination are available at: http://admissions.calbar.ca.gov/Requirements.aspx
· Applicants must consult the licensing agency in the jurisdiction where they intend to sit for the bar examination prior to matriculating at the Law School.

IV. Costs
· Tuition will be set by the Administration, without regard for the J.D. tuition.
V.  Degree
· LL.M. Candidates may receive the LL.M. Degree “with distinction.”
Attachment A:

General Curriculum for LL.M. Program for Foreign-Trained Lawyers
Completed in One Academic Year (Two Semesters)

I. Total Credits Required: 24 credits

II. Core Courses 

A. Introduction to the American Legal System (2 credits) (Submission of a significant paper is required.)
B. Legal Research, Writing and Analysis (including case briefing) (2 credits)

C. Minimum of two courses from the following list:

a. Contracts I
b. Contracts II

c. Torts I
d. Torts II

e. Civil Procedure I
f. Civil Procedure II

g. Property I
h. Property II

i. Criminal Law

j. Criminal Procedure 

k. Constitutional Law I
l. Constitutional Law II

Note:  Prerequisite to part II of any two-part course is successful completion of part I of the course.

III.  Elective Courses 
The remainder of the credits may come from any Elective or JD-required course offered by the Law School, except for the required first-year Legal Research and Writing courses, Core Competencies, Advanced Legal Reasoning, and courses for which they have not taken and passed a listed pre-requisite course.  Furthermore, without the express written permission of the professor teaching the course, LL.M. candidates may not take any of the following courses: Advanced Legal Writing courses; courses linked to the Trial Advocacy and Appellate Advocacy Programs; and Clinical and Externship courses.  

Attachment B:

Bar Track Curriculum for LL.M. for Foreign-Trained Lawyers Program
I.
Total credits required:  24 credit hours must be successfully completed within one calendar year of matriculation in order to earn the LL.M. degree.

II.
The Bar Track Curriculum for the LL.M. for Foreign-Trained Lawyers Program requires that students take and pass the following Core Courses in the semester listed in the chart below:


Fall Semester







Credit Hours


Legal Research, Writing & Analysis I



    2


Introduction to the American Legal System



    2


Contracts I







    3


Property I







    3


Constitutional Law I






    2


Spring Semester






Credit Hours

Legal Research, Writing & Analysis II



    1


Professional Responsibility (Ethics)




    3


Contracts II







    3


Property II







    3


Constitutional Law II






    2

III.
Elective Courses

A. 
In addition to the Core Courses, candidates may take up to two electives in any course offered by the Law School, except for the first-year Legal Research and Writing course (required of first-year J.D. candidates), Advanced Legal Reasoning, and any course for which they have not successfully passed a prerequisite course.  In addition, without the express written permission of the professor teaching the course, LL.M. students may not take the following courses:  Advanced Legal Writing courses; courses linked to the Trial Advocacy and Appellate Advocacy Programs; and Clinical and Externship courses.
B. 
It is strongly recommended, but not required, that students on the Bar Track Curriculum should take electives in subjects that are tested on the bar examination.  These subjects include:  Criminal Law; Criminal Procedure; Civil Procedure; Uniform Commercial Code Articles 2 and 2A (Sales and Leased Goods); and Corporations.  
IV.
Notes:

A.
The Bar Track Curriculum requires completion of 24 credit hours within one year of matriculation.

B.
The 24-hour requirement can be satisfied by completing only the Core Courses, which add up to 12 credit hours per semester.

C.
Subject to the restrictions set forth above in Section III, students may take up to two elective courses while resident at the Law School; however, no student may take more than 17 credit hours in any semester.

D.
The spring semester course, Legal Research, Writing & Analysis II, requires the preparation and submission of a significant paper.

Approved by the Law Faculty, March 23, 2012; November 2, 2012; May 2, 2014.
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